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Bv Linda Redman
TWo UniversitY of Alaska

(Fairbanks) Professors who have

oreviouslv lived in Afghanistan,
spoke tilt week before the

Fairbanks Press Club giving

their persPective of the Afghani-

stan situltion and its future

implications.
Hafiz Sahar, a native of

Afghanistan, was formerlY a

daiiv newspaPer editor of Islah,

and Jimmy Bedford, of the

iournalism dePartment at the
"U of A, has visited the countrY

several times and in 1964

also worked for the English

Ianguage dailY, Kabul Times'
Satrar characterized the

Afghan fighten as a PeoPle
wiih unmatched determination,
stubbornness, and an unYielding
soirit. "Russian people are quite

firm," he said, "but Afghan
people ate also quite.. firm'"

Hal'iz Sahar -Colleen Redman Photo 'He 'caUed them an "uncon-

?s':$l?J*'1l]iyTl';.]i[
oowered bY a strong sense of
nationalism and religious fervor'
,.Thev are a people under the

determination of nobodY' "
Referring to the Afghan fight-

ers llot as "rebels," but raiher
as "freedom fighters," he said

that "Afghans will fight forever

if they have the arms." The men

spoke of how ancient their
weapons are in comParison to
those of the Russians, and later
in response to a question as to
what the United States could-

do to helP, Sahar answered

Jimmy Bedford stops in Kabul en route from Si

via Vespa motor scootet - 1970-71'

that "if the United States gives Russian goverl

them sophisticated wcapons' Bedford t

thev will fight to Jhe w4!' lo the insLabi

,nd th.y wil, defeat ihe Rus- governments,
sians." He added, "They will threw out th'

defeat them detinitely if they a republic'
have those things, but now they quite get it
have almost nothing." Both playing with
men argued t},at the U.S. could he said, "if
help indirectly by sending them of Humpty
arms through neighboring you cannot t
Pakistan. He told of t

Afghanistan has always lived turns of 
. 
ad

undei the threat of Soviet the country
domination, and the last four tablished
uJ*inittrution*, the speakers speaking of
said, have been puppet govem- ture added' '

ments or grivernments "put ment, and I

in with encouragement of the to have chao
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